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Explanations on the reverse side
EXPLANATION OF THE VOTFSBA PARISH SURVEY

Voice of the Faithful Santa Barbara Area seeks to empower the Catholic laity of Santa Barbara to have a greater voice in the decision-making of their parishes.  To do so, the laity need information about how their parishes currently function.  

For this survey, members of VOTFSBA have identified three areas that offer lay people such an opportunity--or that have the potential to do so.  These are listed in the left column:  Parish Councils, Safeguard the Children Committees and Finance Committees.  The next two items--VOTFSBA meetings and Synod promotion--represent ways that parishes can foster a more active laity.

We have asked the following questions in our survey. (The survey is a work in progress.  Where the information is still unknown, a question mark appears, and we ask members to provide us with the missing information.)

Parish Pastoral Councils:


Is such a council in place?


Are the members elected by the parishioners or nominated by the pastor?


Are the agendas of their meetings publicized in the bulletin?


Are the minutes publicized in the bulletin or elsewhere for parishioners to read?

Safeguard the Children Committees:


Is a committee in place?

Is it functioning, that is, has the committee held events to educate 

parishioners about protecting children from sexual abuse?

Is the name of the chairperson published in the bulletin, so that parishioners know whom to contact?

Finance Committees:

Does the Committee publicize its financial reports?

Is the name of the chairperson publicized in the bulletin?

VOTFSBA Meetings:


Are notices of VOTFSBA meetings publicized in the bulletin?


Has the pastor made the parish facilities available for VOTFSBA meetings?

Synod Promotion:


Has a summary of the six Synod initiatives been publicized in the bulletin?

Santa Barbara Parishes: Holy Cross (HC), Mt. Carmel (MtC), Our Lady of Guadalupe (OLG), Our Lady of Sorrows (OLS), San Roque (SRq), Saint Anthony's (SA), Saint Barbara's (SB), Saint Joseph's (SJ), Saint Mark's (SM) and Saint Raphael's (SR).

To provide information for this survey, please call Bob Kroes (964-2805) or Marie Foley (967-8592) or email rkroes@cox.net or m.foley@gte.net

