Voice of the Faithful • Santa Barbara Area

Minutes of the General Meeting, November 12, 2002

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Patricia Kruse at Holy Cross parish hall. She welcomed the group, thanked Fr. Ludo and led a prayer to the Holy Spirit.  Patricia then presented a brief financial report showing contributions of $522.25 and expenses of $605.94 (the main expenses were renting a PA system, printing and stamps).  

Marie Foley then reported on our VOTF status.  Our group is officially listed on the VOTF Web site (www.votf.org; the link is "Parish Voices").  VOTF National requests that our members register with them, or if we have already joined, to re-register using their on-line form (click on the "join us" link).  We can become "participating" members by giving name, address and parish information or "supporting" members by giving name and e-mail only.  For those not using e-mail, a hard copy of the form is available.

Marie gave background about VOTF for those who were attending for the first time and then spoke briefly about the statements that the Steering Committee had made to the media (interviews had been requested by KEY News radio, KEYT and KCOY television).  

The election of the Leadership Team was conducted by Sr. Paule Freeberg.  The seven candidates whose statements had been published answered questions from the group (with Hank Macchio standing in for his wife Dorothy).  Two write-in candidates--Christine Milne and Jayne Flynn--came forward as nominees and presented their backgrounds and vision for VOTF.  A suggestion from the floor that all nine candidates be elected as a slate was put to a floor vote; the majority favored following the ballot process and keeping the Leadership Team as seven. Ballots were collected, and Sr. Barbara Dugan, assisted by Allan Phipps and Tony Lee, counted them.  The elected leaders (announced at the end of the meeting) were: Jeanne Bret, Marie Foley, Thomas Heck, Patricia Kruse, Peter Kruse, Dorothy Macchio and Kathleen Strittmatter.

Following a refreshment break, Kathy Strittmatter explained the committee structure proposed by the Steering Committee and gave guidelines of what the mission of each committee might be.  Members then chose their committee of interest, and each committee, with the help of a facilitator, met to develop priorities and an organizational plan.  A spokesperson from each group reported, as follows:

1) Membership--Chuck Burke--build membership by bringing a friend to the next meeting and having speakers go to parish groups to talk about VOTF; keep VOTF mailing/phone lists updated.

2)  Finance--Thomas Heck--work on "deficit-reduction"; research legal and financial issues; pass the hat. 

3)  Meeting Arrangements--Kathy Valenta--plan refreshments for the next meeting; secure venues for January and February.

4)  Parishes--Jeanne Bret--research healthy parishes nationwide; finds ways to be liaisons with local parishes; recruit members from all parishes onto the committee

5)  Public Relations--Sr. Paule Freeberg--develop a press release for each meeting; get notices in parish bulletins; distribute flyers; bring more members onto the committee

6)  Prayer--Kathy Schneider--promote prayer for the work of VOTF; possible action: create a prayer card, a prayer line, attend daily Mass, meet early to pray before each meeting, plan prayer vigil for abuse survivors.

7)  Education--Linda Eckstrom--plan workshops with Word & Life, parishes and other groups; develop a survey, a reading list, a Web site; study Vatican II documents; prepare presentations for parishes.  Kathy Strittmatter will chair.

8)  Sexual Abuse--John Foley--will meet Dec. 2nd, Jayne Flynn will chair; plans: help abuse survivors; monitor diocesan lay review board and Safe Children programs locally.

9)  Synod--Kitty Maxwell, Synod planner, reported that there is good convergence developing  between the thinking of Synod participants and our group.

Peter Kruse then brought the meeting to a close with announcements: thanks to the election workers; thanks to Fr. Ludo, who then spoke briefly of his appreciation for our work; and recognition of two representatives from Conejo Valley VOTF.  Prof. Mario Garcia announced that National Catholic Reporter publisher Tom Fox will talk on Nov. 15th at UCSB. The meeting adjourned at 9:10PM with the hymn "Christ Be Our Light," T. Heck on guitar.

 49 new members joined during this meeting.  $442 was collected for expenses.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Foley

Recorder





Next Meeting:

Monday, December 9th, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Our Lady of Sorrows • Dolores Hall

21 E. Sola, Santa Barbara

