VOTFSBA GENERAL MEETING

10/11/04 Minutes

Following a welcome by Marie Foley, Barbara Herring offered a prayer.

I.  Anne Heck reported on the activities of the Leadership Team over the summer:

The team corresponded with Fr. Mel Jurisich, Franciscan provincial leader, regarding the housing at the Mission of a Franciscan of Brother Chumik, who has been accused of sexual abuse in Canada. (Copies of this correspondence have been emailed to members and were available in hard copy at the meeting.) The team’s principal concern is the lack of openness of the Franciscans about this.  Paul Fericano (leader of Safenet, a victim support group) supports the approach taken by the team, working for transparency but in a “reconciliation mode.”

Progress has been made in the development of more collaborative parish councils.  St. Raphael’s Church has elected a council.  St. Mark’s University Parish has had a general parish meeting. The diocese plans a Formation Day for parish pastoral councils.  One of our members, Ken Lovingood, is a member of the Regional Council for our deanery, but his status is uncertain as he has moved to Ventura.

The team wrote to the editor of the SB News-Press in response to a long, front page article about an abuse lawsuit.  The letter criticized the paper for sensationalizing the issue by repeating at length the history of clergy sexual abuse in Santa Barbara.  There was little new information in the article.  The team letter was not published, and it was suggested that the letter be sent to the publisher of the News-Press.

We now have a promotional brochure describing the mission of VOTF and giving our local contact information.  Members were encouraged to take some to pass out to potential new members.

II.  Marie Foley introduced the guest speakers, Dr. Radhule Weininger (a clinical psychologist and a member of the Franciscan Independent Response Team--the IRT) and Angelica Jochim (a counselor and ombudsperson for the IRT).

Dr. Weininger described the work of the IRT, which is employed by the Franciscan Order, but works independently of the Order.  It consists of psychologists, lawyers, and a nun who is an expert on church law.  The Team’s mission is to help survivors and to supervise the management and treatment of perpetrators.  It serves as an advisory board with respect to the placement of perpetrators.  It was one of the first such boards established nationally, and Radhule is writing a book about the experience.

Sexual abuse has many victims, both primary (the abused persons) and secondary (families, the church community, the religious community).  When abuse allegations arise in a parish, the parish community is traumatized and there is a loss of trust in the Church.  There are spiritual as well as psychological wounds: many people are shaken in their faith, and the religious community has difficulty acknowledging what happened.  Healing has to involve all concerned. Radhule is optimistic about preventative efforts, noting that almost all the cases that the IRT deals with are 20 or more years old.  Better screening of candidates to religious orders is a crucial factor. There has to be more of an egalitarian communication to deal with abuse cases, and she is hopeful that this crisis will lead to more openness in the Church. 

Angelica Jochim described her work as an ombudsperson, basically a liaison person between the IRT and others.  Victims contact her and she meets with them.  She conducts spiritual healing retreats four times a year for victims, their classmates, and family members. Held on the grounds of the Natural History Museum, most are for one day, and one is a weekend retreat. The first retreat led to the founding of Safenet. Angelica stressed how delicate her work is, how difficult it is for a victim to come forward, and how slowly the healing process works.  There is no quick-fix for this ongoing crisis in our Church.

A Q & A session followed, with excellent questions and observations. 

III. During the brief business portion of the meeting, Bob Kroes described several tasks for which the Leadership Team is seeking volunteers, and several members took on selected tasks:


 
Monitoring the Regional Council and Synod (Sr. Barbara Dugan, CSJ)


Surveying the activities of Parish Councils and Safeguard the Children Committees (Gini Cashman and Nancy Javore)



Publicizing  VOTF and its activities (Tony Tonkin)


Planning, promoting and publicizing educational events that are relevant to our mission.



Maintaining the web page.


.

Next meeting - Monday, December 6th, 7 - 9 p.m. at St. Raphael's Parish Hall.  

Have you heard about the Virtus program for safeguarding children that all staff and volunteers who work with children in our parishes are required to take?  We will hear from Sue Spies, Regional Director of Religious Education, about this program, watch clips from the Virtus video, learn about other mandated procedures and get an update on Safeguard the Children committees in our deanery.

