Minutes of the General Meeting, April 23, 2005
“Speaking Truth to Power”

This special program/retreat featured three members of the Immaculate Heart Community, Juliet Twomey, Carol Carrig, and Stephanie Glatt.

After an opening song, Juliet gave a brief account of  “who we are.” There are about 170 members of the Immaculate Heart Community, male and female, married and single, embracing a number of Christian denominations. One of their retreat masters once interpreted the word “immaculate” as meaning, in Sanscrit, “untarnished by fear,” which seems a good description of the community’s spirit.
Stephanie gave a presentation of “where we come from,” detailing the order’s origins in Olot, Spain in 1848 and their call to come to California twenty years later, where education became their primary mission.

Carol Carrig summarized the years immediately after the Second Vatican Council, focusing on the call to renewal of religious life outlined in the decree, Perfectae Caritatis. The sisters took this call for renewal to heart, gave it much study, and held a chapter of renewal in 1967. This resulted in a set of decrees outlining their vision for their order’s renewal. Unfortunately, Cardinal McIntyre opposed the sisters’ decisions. He insisted on four points: that the sisters must wear a uniforn habit (which they wished to modify so as to reduce the distance between themselves and those they served); that they attend daily religious exercises in common (despite their conflicting schedules); that they not diversify their mission but work only in education; and that they follow the requirement of collaboration with the local ordinary (himself).
Stephanie continued the story. The year 1968 was a year of discernment, as the sisters contemplated being forced out of the fifty schools they staffed. The Diocese of Los Angeles found communities from foreign, non-English-speaking, countries to replace the sisters. Public school systems and other dioceses, such as San Bernardino, picked up some of the sisters to staff their schools. Official visitors from Rome wrote a positive report about the sisters, but it was not well received back in Rome, so the sisters were required to choose between submission to the cardinal’s four points and dispensation from their vows. This decision was made over the course of another year, 1969. In the end, about 50 opted to keep their vows and 300 reluctantly received a dispensation from them. The issue for those who were forced out then became what kind of a community to form for the present day. The two most obvious defining marks of the Immaculate Heart Community, as opposed to traditional religious communities, are that it is ecumenical and that it is open to both men and women. The community rewrote the decrees rejected by Cardinal McIntyre. In 1975 they developed a statement of their goals:

“We, the members of the Immaculate Heart Community, rooted in Jesus Christ and united with the people of God, commit ourselves to build relations in society which foster access of all persons to truth, dignity, and full human development, and to strategically change practices and situations which impede such access.

“In our choice of work and living style, and in our use of time, talent, and money, we hold ourselves accountable to God and one another for effecting this goal and supporting one another in this effort.”

After questions and a break, the presenters asked us to divide into small groups to consider quietly for a moment, and then discuss, a time when each of us had to speak truth to power.  Then we were asked to envision what Voice of  the Faithful was called to do. Some of the groups reported their ideas: that we must keep working on the sexual abuse issue; that VOTF must keep going, even though we are facing a trend toward fundamentalism in society; that, as written in the Vatican II documents to which our speakers referred, we the laity are empowered by our baptism and  have equal status in the church (an adult faith); that VOTF should really strive to be a community and that we can learn from the IHM model of prayer, discernment, and action.
The event finished with a shared luncheon. 

In addition to the IHC presenters, around 25 people were present, including some who were new to VOTF and some who had not been regularly attending our meetings.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Heck
