MINUTES – VOTFSBA GENERAL MEETING – JUNE 6, 2005

The annual end-of-year potluck was held at Holy Cross Parish Hall.  It began with an Prayer Service of psalms, songs and prayers, prepared by Christine Milne and Barbara Herring.  

After the members enjoyed all the delicious food, there was the election of Leadership Team members.  Four positions were open, and a slate of four was presented: Anne Heck, Barbara Herring, Kathy Strittmatter and Marie Foley (all current members eligible for one more term).  The slate was elected.  Since Bob Kroes is resigning his position in mid-term, Nancy Javore was appointed to fill the remaining year of his term.  Bob was thanked for his generous service to the team.

Several reports were presented: 

--Marie Foley gave a summary of the year’s activities* along with a financial report* provided by Carol Murray, treasurer.  

--Barbara Herring explained about the reorganization of the national VOTF governing council, of which the recent election of national reps for each region was a part.  She also gave information about the July National VOTF Convocation in Indianapolis. Three members will attend:  Christine Milne, Kathy Strittmatter and Marie Foley.

--John Foley reported on his research regarding LinkUp, a support group for survivors of abuse by clergy of all denominations.  Besides education and advocacy work, LinkUp holds retreats at a farm in Kentucky and is seeking scholarships for survivors to be able to participate.  The members voted to send a $400 donation from our treasury.  John encouraged individuals to add their personal donations, with checks made out directly to LinkUp (for tax benefits) by June 30th, and their donations will be matched by an anonymous donor (up to $500).  Donations may be sent to 4537 Atascadero Dr., SB 93110.

--Anne Heck explained that a Steering Committee is being formed, consisting of 2 reps from each of the 3 VOTF affiliates in the LA archdiocese. They will communicate via conference calls to share ideas and develop PR statements as needed.

 --Kathy Strittmatter shared the exciting news that VOTFSBA has been asked to sponsor a talk by Donald Cozzens on Saturday night, Jan. 7, 2006.  Fr. Cozzens is the author of “Faith That Dares to Speak” and asked specifically to be sponsored by VOTF.  It is hoped that this event will draw members from other VOTF affiliates in California, and an afternoon session to dialogue with them will be part of the day’s activities.

Tony Tonkin gave out DVDs and videos that he had very generously created of the TV drama “Our Fathers,” which was recently shown on the Showtime channel. It dramatizes the sexual abuse crisis that unfolded in Boston.

Special thanks were given to Carol Murray for her dedication as our treasurer and for agreeing to serve another year in that role, to Kathie and Joe Schneider for conducting beautiful prayer services at our meetings, and to Fr. Ludo for his continuing support of VOTF and hospitality to us.

Minutes submitted by Marie Foley

*These items can be viewed on our website--www.votfsba.org

